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Corpus Christi
Bar Association oc e a

iWhat: A Chance to Socialize with the
' Judiciary and Friends with Open Bar
'When: Thursday, June 19th :
| 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Where: Cassidy’s Irish Pub
601 Water Street

Cost: There is NO cost for members (non-members pay $10.00), BUT we would
appreciate your making reservations so we can have name tags prepared in
advance and make it possible for you to start quenching your thirst earlier.
Please Reserve Your Place by e-mailing sgonzales@corpusbar.com, faxing
883-0353, or calling 883-4022
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New CCBA Board Elected

As previously announced via blast e-
mail, the 2008—2009 Corpus Christi Bar
Association Board of Directors is com-
prised of the following individuals:

Audrey Mullert Vicknair, President
Rebecca Rivers Kieschnick, Immediate
Past President
L. Gayle Nelson, President-Elect
Brenda Baker, Vice President
Jerry Dorsey, Secretary
Steve Schiwetz, Treasurer
Directors
Jerry Guerra
The Honorable Marisela Saldana
Mark Woerner
Paul Swacina
Greg Turman
Robert Zamora

The new Board's term will begin July 1st.
A combined meeting of the 2007—2008
Board and the 2008—2009 Board is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 17th.

CCBA CLE Seminars:
Save Money and Help
Your Local Bar Association

Current economic conditions are causing
many to reduce costs in all areas of their
practice. One of the ways you can save
money and help the Corpus Christi Bar
Association is to attend one of the sev-
eral Continuing Legal Education Semi-
nars it presents throughout the year. At
less than $30.00 per hour, CCBA CLE
seminars save you money not only on
the cost per hour for CLE but they also
save you travel and lodging expenses.
How do you help CCBA? The answer is
simple. Like almost all professional as-
sociations, the dues income for CCBA

only covers approximately one third of its
expenses. The remainder of the operat-
ing income comes from “non-dues” in-
come. CCBA'’s most significant source of
“non-dues” income is income generated
by the CLE Seminars we present
throughout the year. In fact, if all mem-
bers of CCBA attended just one all-day
seminar per year, the additional revenue
received by CCBA would enable CCBA to
greatly reduce if not eliminate the price
charged for the Pictorial Directory for
members. As a result, we ask that the
next time you are mapping out how to
meet your minimum CLE requirement that
you strongly consider attending one of
CCBA'’s CLE seminars. CLE seminars
held throughout the year include Per-
sonal Injury Law, Appellate Law, Bank-
ruptcy, Ethics, Family Law, Civil Trial
Law, and Criminal Law seminars. If you
have questions, please call 883-4022.

TRLA Seeks Additional
Pro Bono Assistance

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc., is seek-
ing additional lawyers from the “private
sector” to provide pro bono legal services
to low income residents (incomes below
200 percent of the poverty guideline). If
you are interested, please contact TRLA
at (512)374-2746.

Disaster Preparedness Part Il:
Law Office Management Aspect

The May 8th Corpus Christi Young Law-
yers Association Luncheon continuing
legal education was the second part of its
Disaster Preparedness Education Pro-
gram. In February the focus of the pres-
entation was being prepared to help the
victims of a disaster. The May Luncheon
focused on the law office management
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aspects of disaster preparedness. The
speakers were Todd Hunter and Michael
Swantner. Mr. Swantner addressed the
types of insurance that an office should
consider in order to be prepared for a
disaster. They include general commer-
cial liability, windstorm, flood, business
interruption, and law and ordinance
(rebuilding cost to meet building stan-
dards established by law and ordinance).

Todd Hunter (right) discusses disaster planning with
Gerald L. Benadum at the CCYLA May Luncheon

Mr. Hunter’s focus was on the safeguard-
ing of client information to ensure client
confidentiality. He also covered the need
for establishing a recovery plan.

2008 Criminal Law Seminar
Gets Rave Reviews

The 2008 Criminal Law Seminar was
presented Friday, May 23rd, at the Ortiz
Convention Center. It will provided 6.75
hours of CLE with 1.0 hour of ethics. It
also provided 6.75 hours of specialization
credit in Criminal Law. 63 lawyers at-
tended and praised the speakers. Spe-
cial thanks go to Doug Tinker for ob-
taining an outstanding lineup of
speakers.

Time to Pay 2008 — 2009
Membership Dues

Don't forget — Membership dues for
2008 — 2009 are due on or before July
1st. Statements were sent the week of
May 19th. If you have any questions,
please call us at 883-4022 or e-mail us at
sgonzales@corpusbar.com.

Special Thanks to Hartline,
Dacus, Barger, Dreyer &
Kern, L.L.P.

After learning that our Corpus Christi
Bar Association Law Day event ran
at a deficit this year, Hartline, Dacus,
Barger, Dreyer & Kern, L.L.P., one of
the original donors, made another
substantial contribution that cut the
deficit in half. And we didn’t even
have to ask. Please join us in giving
our SPECIAL THANKS to HDBDK
for their outstanding dedication and
generosity to the Corpus Christi Bar
Association.

Sheriff Jim Kaelin Speaker at
May Criminal Defense Lunch

Nueces County Sheriff, Jim Kaelin. was
the speaker at the May Criminal Defense
Section Luncheon. CLE was not offered,
but all in attendance gained valuable
information and insight into the Sheriff's
Department. Sheriff Kaelin took ques-
tions from the floor providing explana-
tions, agreeing to look at issues, and

Nueces County Sheriff Jim Kaelin answers a ques-
tion during the Criminal Defense Section’s May
Luncheon

promising to adopt certain procedures.
The informal question — answer format
was well received by all in attendance.
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Important Dates

Bold indicates seminar or new entry on
the calendar

June 2008

5 — Baseball with the Bench

12 — CCYLA Board of Directors,

Joint Meeting

17 — Board of Directors Joint
Meeting

18 —- Criminal Defense Luncheon,
12:00 p.m., Katz 21

19 — Docket Call, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30

p.m., Cassidy’s Irish Pub
26 — 28 — State Bar of Texas
Annual Meeting

July 2008
9 —- Luncheon
18 & 19 — SBOT Bar Leaders
Conference at The Woodlands

Should you have any questions about
any of the events listed, please call 883-
4022.

CCBA New Members

We welcome the following new members:

Austin W. Anderson, Watts Law Firm,
phone 887-0500

Nathan C. Barrow, Royston, Rayzor,
Vickery & Williams, L.L.P., phone 884-
8808

Yolanda Gutierrez Burns, phone 884-
8837

Chisum L. Cooke, Willoughby Trucking,
Inc., phone 945-4777

Kelly Davis, Nueces County District At-
torney’s Office, phone 888-0410

Stephen Feil, Nueces County District
Attorney’s Office, phone 888-0410

Brennon D. Gamblin, Hartline, Dacus,
Barger, Dryer & Kern, L.L.P., phone 866-
8000

Tom Gifford, phone (530)233-3100

BAKER & BAKER, PC

BRENDA B. BAKER

EDWIN W. BAKER®

GUARDIANSHIP
MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY
SPECIAL NEEDS TRUSTS

MILLER TRUSTS
WILLS & PROBATE

361 985-2226

5350 SOUTH STAPLES « SUITE 106

* 0
T NAELA

National Academy of Elder Law Attoreys, Inc.

MEMBER

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78411
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Alexis Marie Goldate, City of Corpus
Christi Legal Department, phone 826-
3362

Charles A. Hood, Phone 361-552-1552

Laura Garza Jimenez, Nueces County
Attorney’s Office, phone 888-0391

Vaughn L. Westheimer, phone 993-
5096

Rimkus Consulting Sponsors Frank Gonzales and Tony Reyes, Branch Man:
ImKus Consulitini roup, Inc. a e a|
CCYLA May Happy Hour hour g =rone PRy

The Corpus Christi Young Lawyers As-
sociation Happy Hour on Thursday, May
15th, was sponsored by Rimkus Consult-
ing Group, Inc. The event marked the
Corpus Christi Young Lawyers Associa-
tion’s return to Cassidy’s Irish Pub for a
Happy Hour. The approximately 30
young lawyers in attendance had a thor-
oughly enjoyable experience. Thanks go
to Rimkus Consulting Group, Inc., for its
support of the Corpus Christi Young
Lawyers Association.

Joy Stewart and Steve McMains at the CCYLA
Happy Hour

Donald M. Feferman, J.D., C.P.A.
Attorney At Law

Wharton School of Business,
University of Pennsylvania-1962
Harvard Law School-1965

Helping Businesses Solve Their Legal Problems Since 1967

Commercial and Securities Arbitration

Commercial Organizations and Transactions
Real Estate Transactions

361-883-1830 800-966-1830

1450 Wells Fargo Tower
Corpus Christi, Texas 78477

don@feferman.com
http://www.fefermanlaw.com
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Drrice Space
3. 000 4YH 000 sq. st

quality, recentiy=refurbished

Uptmun car pus cﬂr Isti high=rise

avallable at an attractive rate

cﬂﬂ mnclude access to phone sysiem, conference room s ,

copy and scanmng faciities,
KFor Incormation Gan o o -

884-1961

furmshed lunchroom, receptionist,
and migh=speed mternet

A Proven Track Record of Treatmentin South Texas Since 1965.
Detox Program : $350/day
Residential: 30 days $4500 / 90 days@ $11,250

Or program is licensed by the Texas Dept. of Staie Health Services and is fully accepied by the
any Court as meeting requirements for residential treatment in Texas.

We accept Visa/MC/ Am.Exp./Discover
No Insurance Accepted
(Rates subject to chanee)

Contact for admissions:
Debbie Townzen 361-882-9302 (Ext. 105) dtownzen@chadrc.org
Visit us on the web at www.charhiesplaceonline.com

MicHaEL P. O'BRIEN

Attorney at Law
4925 Everhart Road, Suite 117
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

Phone: 851-8100
Free Initial In-Office Consultation

Special Estate Planning for:
« Blended Families & Single Parents
= Asset Protection & Out of State Property
= Acceleration of Unpaid Child Support - Family Code § 154.015

= Wills & Estate Planning = Estates & Probate ® Trusts & Trust Law
e Executor & Trustee Misconduct ® Termination of Trusts e

Web Page - www.michaelpobrienpc.com
Member of the College of the State Bar of Texas
Former Estate Tax Attorney with the IRS

Not certified by Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cell: 739-8628

Harris and Greenwell, L.L.P.
615 N. Upper Broadway, 1700 Wells Fargo Tower
Corpus Christi, Texas 78477
Phone: 361-883-1946

il

Is proud to introduce

HEATHER MORETZSOHN, ESQ.*

Practicing

IMMIGRATION LAW

*Able to service clients from all countries;
Proficient in Spanish, Portuguese, and Japanese

Harris & Greenwell, L.L.P. also practices in the areas of Personal Injury/
Wrongful Death, Business Litigation, Civil Appeals, and General Civil Litigation

CCBA Newsletter June 2008 Page 5

CCBA Newsletter June 2008 Page 6



Mediation Services
Family Law
Probate Law

Civil Actions

$395 per party, full day

$250 per party, half day

F. Lakhani

Attorney-Mediator
1205 Airline Rd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361.993.1313

Are You Ready for Disaster?

September 11, Katrina, and Rita demon-
strated how far reaching the results of
disaster can be. Are you prepared?
Whether it is a hurricane or a fire, it is a
disaster when it destroys your files,
equipment, and/or facilities. Being pre-
pared may literally save your firm. Antici-
pating potential disruptions and planning
for the basics necessary to stay in busi-
ness are worth the time and investment,
even if your plan is never required.

The planning process should also be
used to prevent or reduce the risks of
disaster. While the crises may be difficult
to predict, you can assess and manage
your exposure, particularly in areas such
as employee safety, data protection, and
technology security. Potential crises that
can disrupt your business include fires,
storms, terrorism, crime, hacking, and
sabotage. You can also anticipate the
impact on your firm, e.g., loss of people,
physical space, documents, equipment,

PERFECT LAW FIRM SPACE
TOWER Il

Several Vacancies
Will Remodel to Fit Your Needs

Suites from 1,300 sq. ft. to 4,000 sqg. ft +
Beautiful Views

Across the Street from the Courthouse

Call Susan Fest at 361-888-4845
for more information
or to make an appointment to see these suites.
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communications, and/or money. Recog-
nizing the risks may allow you to mitigate
the damage or prevent the disaster alto-
gether. An effective strategy is to focus
on basic functions and how to protect
them rather that attempting to look for
everything that could go wrong.

Since even the most extensive preven-
tive strategy will not shield you from dis-
asters beyond your control, the real ob-
jective is to understand how to respond
and recover. That requires answering
“what if” questions, e.g.:

What if you had to practice law for a
week without electricity?

What if all your paper files or network
files were destroyed?

What if your key personnel died in an
accident?

What if you could not send e-mail?
What if your space were unavailable
starting tomorrow?

If you assume that any of those could
occur, it is possible to develop a plan to
respond. When preparing a disaster
plan, you will be well served to consider,
at the minimum, the following:

An annual review of key insurance poli-
cies with an eye toward current replace-
ment costs (including stricter building
requirements established by statute or
ordinance) and the actual cost of busi-
ness interruption

Data security including: How quickly will
backup data be available for real use?
Does your backup data include the soft-
ware to run it? Where and how will you
run your network if your physical location
is destroyed? What about access to e-
mail? How will you operate if there is a
sustained disruption of the internet?

Basic business functions, e.g., payroll
checks, invoices, accounts payable,
document production, and the effect of a
crises on key suppliers, vendors, and
outsourced functions (e.g., network
maintenance, document services).

Granted, some disasters can be so dev-
astating that it is impossible to avoid a
major disruption of day-to-day operations

Family 4777
ers

F ducation for [Families in T ransition

Online Classes
in English & Spanish
$39.00

Our classes meet the requirements of
Texas Family Code §105.009
and are accepted by the
Nueces County Board of Judges

www.ParentsForever.org

and even require discarding your recov-
ery plan; but if you have planned, you
will be better equipped to write a new
one in the midst of a crises.
(Summarized and adapted from “When
Disaster Strikes” by Bill Busch published
in the March 2002 issue of Bench & Bar
of Minnesota)

Don’t Miss Docket Call

The annual June Docket Call will be
Thursday, June 19th, at Cassidy’s
Irish Pub from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. What
better way is there to wind down after a
busy June afternoon than to commune
with colleagues and members of the
judiciary in Cassidy’s Irish Pub? It is
FREE for members and $10.00 for non-
members. Reservations are not re-
quired, but you can begin quenching
your thirst earlier if you do because your
name tag will be waiting for you. You
can reserve your place by e-mailing
dking@corpusbar.com, calling 883-
4022, or faxing 883-0353.
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Judge Westergren’s
Recent Case Summaries

ERICKA SHANETTE COLBERT v. DE-
PARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTEC-
TIVE SERVICES, COURT OF APPEALS
OF TEXAS, FIRST DISTRICT, HOUS-
TON, 227 S.W.3d 799, 2006 — No sub-
sequent appellate history

This case is an example of the Depart-
ment of Family and Protective Services
going too far. The Mother who had her
parental rights terminated as to all seven
children is restored to her twins without
further proceedings and is remanded for
a new trial as to the remaining five chil-
dren. Of particular note was the fact that
the Department failed to make a home
inspection before taking the twins. See
full opinion for “do’s” and “don’t’s” in this
type of case.

CLYDE MOORE v. THE STATE OF

TEXAS, COURT OF APPEALS OF
TEXAS, SIXTH DISTRICT, TEXAR-

KANA, 227 S.W.3d 421, 2007 — Peti-
tion for review refused

This case deals with the question of how
long counsel can sleep before it rises to
the level of ineffective assistance of coun-
sel. Under one version he only dosed off
for a brief period; the other version was
that he wasn’t asleep but simply deep in
thought. This reminds me of the time
during a rather nasty family law trial be-
fore this judge, that someone in the audi-
ence said, “the Judge is asleep.” To
which | promptly replied, “Not so or |
wouldn’t have heard your comment.”

MIRCEA VOLOSEN v. THE STATE OF
TEXAS, COURT OF CRIMINAL AP-
PEALS OF TEXAS, 227 S.W.3d 77, 2007

The highest court chose to reverse this
case which was previously reported in
these case notes, based on very techni-
cal reading of whether a local provision
that the lower court was relying on was in
fact operative. This issue of local ratifica-

Immigration
Questions?
Ask an Immigration

Lawyer.
Debra Rodriguez, P.C.

713 Ayers Street, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404

tion was not mentioned in the lower court
opinion, but obviously it should have
been. Although remanded for further
consideration, the conviction has already
been upheld in the lower court.

ROBERT WILLIAM NESBIT v. THE
STATE OF TEXAS, COURT OF CRIMI-
NAL APPEALS OF TEXAS, 227 S.W.3d
64, 2007

In order to have a valid revocation of pro-
bation, the State must file before the end
of probation. When ten year probation
started on April 29, 1994, it ended on
April 28, 2004. Thus the motion filed on
April 29, 2004 was too late by one day.

RAMONA HARRIS V. TEXAS DEPART-
MENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE
SERVICES, COURT OF APPEALS OF
TEXAS, THIRD DISTRICT, AUSTIN, 228
S.W.3d 819, 2007 — No subsequent
appellate history.

Trial court tried to go against the jury ver-
dict in this case by giving custody to the

department instead of the mother. The
appellate court said that the trial judge
couldn’t change the jury verdict in a cus-
tody determination.

DENYIE LYNN GARDNER V. CHARLES
MATTHEW GARDNER, COURT OF
APPEALS OF TEXAS, FOURTH DIS-
TRICT, SAN ANTONIO, 229 S.W.3d
747, 2007 — No subsequent appellate
history.

Modifying the terms of a mediated settle-
ment agreement was an abuse of discre-
tion.

ARMANDO SANCHEZ, M.D. V. TEXAS
STATE BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMIN-
ERS ET AL, COURT OF APPEALS OF
TEXAS, THIRD DISTRICT, AUSTIN, 229
S.W.3d 498, 2007 — No subsequent
appellate history.

In this appeal it is seriously contended
that solicitation to have a patient mur-
dered was not grounds for revocation of
a doctor’s license. This contention was
rejected by the appellate court.

921 N. Chaparral Street

Beautifully renowvated in 1985, this award
winning historical building offers premium
office space in the heart of downtown. The
building remains a testament to the hisStory of
our city while displaying a unique character
and charm that will never be coutdated.

Small Suite Available

264 sq. ft. ground floor office space available
Less than 2 blocks from the federal courthouse

Electronic/Telephone access after hours

(361) 883-8900

Debra Rodriguez*, Attorney
*Board Certified - Immigration and Nationality Law,
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

California
(858) 752-9388
(858) 454-0737 (fax)

Texas
(361) 883-8900
(361) 883-6609 (fax)
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Common area conference room and kitchen
Plenty of free access parking. 24 hour a day
Janitorial service included

Rapid access to Crosstown,l-37 and Ocean Drive
Superb locally managed and staffed maintenance

All bills paid

{1111} ||||| ||||||IIIIII
Lanplorp

RESOURCES

aflores@iandlord-rescurces_com

CCBA Newsletter June 2008 Page 10




CCBA Directory Errata Sheet

June 2008
Additions: Additions: Corrections:
Anderson, Austin W. Goldate, Alexis Marie Braugh, Christine Emerson
(Jordan) City of Corpus Christi — Legal Department Sico, White & Braugh, L.L.P.

\Watts Law Firm

555 N. Carancahua, Ste. 1400 (78478)
Office, 887-0500

Fax, 887-0055

E-Mail, aanderson@wattslawfirm.com

Barrow, Nathan C.

(Lucy)

Royston, Rayzor, Vickery & Williams, L.L.P.
802 N. Carancahua, Ste. 1300 (78470)
Office, 884-8808

Fax, 884-7261

E-Mail, nathan.barrow@roystonlaw.com
Litigation Defense

Burns, Yolanda Gutierrez

Yolanda Gutierrez Burns, Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 71416 (78467)

Office. 884-8387

Fax, 814-8387

E-Mail, yburns112@shcglobal.net

Cooke, Chisum L.

(Ashley)

Willoughby Trucking, Inc. — In-House
P.O. Box 4997 (78469)

Office, 945-4777

Fax, 526-4444

E-Mail, chisumlcooke@yahoo.com

Davis, Kelly

Nueces County District Attorney’s Office
901 Leopard St. Room 206 (78401)
Office, 888-0410

Fax, 888-0700

E-Mail, kelly-davis@att.net

Feil, Stephen

Nueces County District Attorney’s Office
901 Leopard St. Room 206 (78401)
Office, 888-0410

Fax, 888-0700

E-Mail, steve.feil@co.nueces.tx.us

Gamblin, Brennon D.
(Kim)

Hartline, Dacus, Barger, Dreyer & Kern, L.L.P.

800 N. Shoreline Blvd., Ste. 2000, N (78401)
Office, 866-8000

Fax, 866-8039

E-Mail, bgamblin@hdbdk.com

Gifford, Tom

(Andrea)

Law Office of Tom Gifford
6910 Sir Galahad (78413)
113 W. North St.

Alturas, CA 96101
Office, 530-233-3100

Fax, 530-233-3191

E-Muail, cutting@hdo.net
Criminal Law, Family Law
Probate & Trusts, Insurance Defense

901 Leopard St., (78401)
Office, 826-3362
Fax, 826-3239

Hood, Charles A.

(Chris)

Charles A. Hood Law Office
P.O. Box 127

Port Lavaca, TX 77979
Office, 361-552-1552

Fax, 361-552-4822

E-Mail, ccahood@aol.com

Jimenez, Laura Garza

(Fred)

Nueces County Attorney’s Office

901 Leopard St., Rm 207 (78401)
Office, 888-0391

Fax, 888-0577

E-Mail, laura.jimenez@co.nueces.tx.us

Westheimer, Vaughn L.

Law Office of Vaughn L. Westheimer
5440 Everhart Rd., Ste. 8 (78411)
Office, 993-5096

Fax, 993-5155

E-Mail, westheimer.law@sbcglobal.net

802 N. Carancahua, Ste. 900 (78413)
Office, 653-3300

Fax, 653-3333

E-Mail, chrissy@braugh.com

Chriss, William

Texas Center for Legal Ethics
P.O. Box 12487

lAustin, TX 78711

Office, 512-427-1477

Fax, 512-427-4125

Home, 947-3795

3810 Petes Path, Austin (78731)
TBLS in Civil Trial Law
Personal Injury Trial Law

Haynes, Holly

(Randall)

Special Prosecution Unit-Civil Division
344 S.H. 75 N. Ste. 100

Huntsville, TX 77320

Office, 936-291-0431

Fax, 936-435-2473

E-Mail, holly_spu@sbcglobal.net

Hendrex, James

(Kathy)

P.O. Box 61143 (78466)

Office, 851-8051

Fax, 851-8832

E-Mail, hendrexlaw@yahoo.com
Family Law

Hubert, John

(Amy)

District Attorney

Kleberg & Kenedy County District Attorney’s
office

700 E. Kleberg

Kingsville, TX 78363

P.O. Box 1471 (78464)

Office, 361-595-8544

Fax, 361-595-8522

E-Mail, johnhubertesg@gmail.com

McCann, Polly

Branscomb, P.C.

802 N. Carancahua, Ste. 1900 (78470)
Office, 888-9261

Fax, 888-8504

E-Mail, pmccann@branscombpc.com

Ocana, Elbert

Senior Corporate Counsel
CITGO Petroleum Corporation
1802 Nueces Bay Blvd. (78469)
Office, 844-4104

Fax, 361-844-4853

E-Mail, eocanas@citgo.com

Shahani, Anita A.
The Snapka Law Firm
E-Mail, ashahani@snapkalaw.com

Snapka, Kathryn
The Snapka Law Firm
E-Mail, ksnapka@snapkalaw.com






